
Letter of Inheritance to the! Graduating S tqdents 


nit mat ters little to me whether my pupil is in.tended for the 

army, the church,. o r the land. Before his pat'ents c hose a 

calling for him, nature called bJm to be a m f.l.D .. 


When he leaves me,he will be neither a mag(istrate, a s ·oldier, 

nor a priest; he will be a man," Said Kouss;eau. 


Men acq u ire liberal education fo r no othe..... purpose flhan that· 
it would help them to be men, t o lead burnan. Uves, and better 
lives than they would otherwise be able to lead. 

The liberally educated man bas a mind that can opf~r"ate well 

in all fields.. He may be a specialist in one field. 

But h e can understand anything important in any flield, and 

can s ee and us e the Ught it sbeds ul)on bis own. 

He m ay even derive from his Uberal educatf\on some 

conception of the differenf~e between a bad world add a good 

on e , a nd som e notion of the ways in which o ne migh t be 

turned into the othe r. 


The democratic ideal requires the ,attempt to help everybody 
get t h is education. Great change's like the rise of s(~i~nce, 
industrialization make the effort to give everybo y this' 
education more necessary and urgent. 

Tbe great books have been thf! principal instrument olf liberal 

education, the e ducation t hat men acquire; as i1£Dl end in 

itself, for n o other purpose than that it would help them to 

be men, to lead human lives.. and better lives than they would 

othe r wise be able to le a d. 
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